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HOW TO SEARCH THE KIT LIBRARY COLLECTION

What are kits?

The term “kit” is used to refer to items specific to developmental learning. Kits contain parts in all
shapes and sizes, which number anywhere from a few to several hundred, and may include
teacher handbooks and manuals.

There are kits intended for the academic student. These kits are used as supplementary
resources to the curriculum, and teach concepts that are otherwise difficult for a student with a
visual impairment to understand, such as graphing skills or fractions. These kits typically contain
the least number of parts.

There are kits intended for the non-academic student. These kits are used to teach skills such as
motor learning, sensory stimulation, form perception, concept learning, etc. These kits typically
contain the highest number of parts.

Another category of kits include braille instructional programs. These kits are aimed at supporting
braille skills which may be required by a student who is visually impaired. These kits are primarily
book items, and are used by both the academic and non-academic student.

The Library collection also includes kits for recreation/leisure and teaching social skills. These kits
are primarily games that allow the student with a visual impairment to interact with other
classmates who may or may not be visually impaired.

What is the loan period for kits?

Most kits are loaned for 1 month, after which time they are subject to recall if requested by another
school. Light boxes with accompanying materials, and programs used for teaching braille literacy
skills are loaned for 3 months, after which time they are subject to recall if requested by another
school. Schools may keep kits and return them at the end of the school year, unless a Recall
Notice is initiated by Library Services.

How do you find kits, which support a learning activity or concept?
When the name of the kit is unknown, perform a subject search. Library Services uses a

prescribed list of subject headings. Each kit is assigned at least one subject heading. The
following pages list the subject headings in alphabetical order that are linked to the kit collection.
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SUBJECT HEADINGS

Abacus

Alphabet

Analogy Problems, exercises, etc.
Auditory perception

Baseball

Bingo

Blind Education

Blind Orientation and mobility
Blind Printing and writing systems — use
for braille instruction

Blind Recreation

Board games

Braille

Braille music notation

Calendars

Card games

Carpentry Tools

Checkers

Chess

Clocks and watches

Clothing and dress

Color vision

Compasses (mathematical instruments)
Concept learning

Counting

Cribbage

Critical thinking Problems, exercises, etc.

Developmental reading
Dominoes

Ear

English language Orthography and
spelling

Eye

Eye-hand coordination

Form perception

Fractions

Games

Games in mathematics education
Geometrical drawing

Geometry

Geometry, Plane

Geometry, Solid

Globes

Graphic methods

Health education Primary — use for
grades K-3

Human anatomy

Human skeleton

Language arts Junior High — use for
grades 7-9

Language arts Elementary — use for
grades 4-6

Language arts Senior High — use for
grades 10-12

Learning by discovery

Light boxes

Literacy

Maps for the visually handicapped
Mathematical instruments
Mathematical notation
Mathematical recreations
Mathematical Drawings
Mathematics Primary — use for
grades K-3

Measuring instruments

Monopoly (Game)

Motor learning — use for gross motor
skills

Musical notation

Number concept

Numerals

Numerals, Writing of

Orientation

Perceptual-motor learning
Phonetics Study and teaching
Physical education for the blind
Plants

Playing cards

Protractors

Puzzles

Questions and answers

Readers Elementary — use for English
language arts for grades 4-6

Readers Primary — use for English
language arts for grades K-3
Reading (Primary) — use for leisure
reading for grades K-3



Reading devices for the disabled
Reading Phonetic method
Reading readiness

Reading Remedial teaching
Reading stands

Rulers (Instruments)

Science

Science Primary — use for grades K-3
Scrabble (Game)

Sensory discrimination

Sensory stimulation

Sex instruction

Sex instruction for children

Size perception

Solitaire (Board game)

Solitaire (Game)

Sounds

Spellers Primary — use for grades K-3
Sports

Switches

Teaching Aids and devices
Tic-tac-toe

Time measurements
Touch

Tracking (Psychology)
Visual discrimination
Visual perception
Vocabulary

Woodworking tools

Word recognition

Refer to the following pages for an example of a subject search.



EXAMPLE OF A SUBJECT SEARCH

To find out what braille instructional programs are in the Library collection, perform a subject
search for “blind printing and writing systems”.
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Refer to the SSVI Catalogue Tutorial for further instructions on how to place an online request.

Please take care of the kits on loan to your school, and maintain the original
container and/or shipping box. Many kits are no longer available for purchase from
commercial sources. If a kit or kit parts go missing, and cannot be replaced, the kit
is withdrawn from the Library collection.

Please follow the instructions on the Kit Contents Quality Checklist. This form is
included with every kit loaned to schools.



